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 Alcohol and drug use rampant in Gallup  
 By Vida Volkert

Staff writer 
vvolkert@gallupindependent.com 

GALLUP — An underweight Cameron 
Reed Nez trudged through the Safeway 
parking lot in Gallup a recent afternoon 
with a meth pipe in his pocket. His face 

was weathered, so were his shaky hands. His 
clothes were dirty and hung loosely on his gaunt 
frame. He carried a plastic bag full of discarded 
containers he had picked up from the sidewalks, 
and walked around the McDonald’s fast food 
chain on U.S. 491 looking for change on the 
ground. He needed $10 to buy much less than a 
gram of street methamphetamine, he said, but it 
would be enough to get high for 6-8 hours — and 
“feel good again.”

Nez stood by the McDonald’s drive thru, staring 
at the drivers with an intense look in his eyes. A 
couple in an SUV gave him some change, but as 
soon as they saw his dirty hands and overgrown 
nails with dirt embedded inside (or perhaps noticed 
the pipe in his pocket), they rolled up their windows 
and left the parking lot as soon as they could.
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 Cameron Reed Nez, 38, from Ganado, Arizona, has been homeless in Gallup of many 

smokes methamphetamine he can buy illegally in the streets. Local authorities report 
an increase of drugs in homeless camps around the city. 
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 Cameron Reed Nez, 38, from Ganado, Arizona, walks through the America Heritage Plaza in Gallup April 8. Nez has lived homeless in Gal-
lup for many years. He panhandles in town and sleeps in makeshift tents he builds with cardboard boxes and other material he salvages. 

In plain sight

By Christina Tsosie
Managing editor
ctsosie@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   An immobile
car at a busy intersection in 
Gallup prompted a concerned 
motorist to 
call Metro 
Dispatch
to request 
a welfare 
check on 
the driver.

Carleton 
Charley, 36,
of Iyan-
bito, was 
charged 
with aggravated DWI, pos-
sessing an open container in 
a motor vehicle and driving 
while his license was sus-
pended.

At 11:34 p.m. April 17, 
Gallup Police Department 
Patrolman Vincent Thompson 
was dispatched to Muñoz 
Overpass in reference to a red 
passenger car that was not 
moving.

After driving around the 
area in search of the red car, 
Thompson located the vehicle 
near the Interstate 40 west-
bound off-ramp at Exit 20. 
Thompson stated in his report 
that, when observing the vehi-
cle, the red Ford Focus bearing 
New Mexico license plate 
373XCL, did not move when 

 GPD: Man
charged 
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aggravated 
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Charley

By Jody Wilson
Diné Bureau
jwilson@gallupindependent.com 

    WINDOW ROCK,
Ariz. — On Tuesday, 
prayers and chants filled 
the Navajo Nation Muse-
um hogan for 17th Assis-
tant Secretary Admiral 
Rachel Levine of the U.S. 
Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS).

“They asked me to offer 
a prayer, so that everything 
could be good and well and 
you have the spirits to do 
the job,” said Gerald King, 
traditional practitioner 
with the Navajo Nation
Division of Behavioral and
Mental Health Services.

Levine visited the Na-
tion to learn about how the 
health and well-being of
the Navajo people could be 
improved upon.

King welcomed her into 
the hogan and talked about 
Native American beliefs 
and ceremonies, including 
the importance of pollen 
and corn in the Navajo cul-
ture.

“I welcome you to the 
Navajo Nation. With-
in our sacred mountains
Sisnaajiní (Blanca Peak),

co Peaks) and Dibéntsaa
(Hesperus Peak), that’s our
spiritual home,” said King. 
“I’ve always said that
we’ve always had our own 
healthcare system, which 
is ceremonial processes, 
all the way from diagnosis,
different types of treat-
ment and then aftercare.”

After prayer, Levine 
took part in blessing her-
self with corn pollen. She 
was gifted a Pendleton 
blanket.

“I’d like to thank you 
very much for the ceremo-
ny, it was a truly an honor,” 
said Levine. “It was really
very personally meaning-
ful to me, there was a spir-
it there and I felt cleansed 
and balanced.”

Her trip included vis-
its to several healthcare 
facilities across the Nava-
jo Nation including Tuba 
City Regional Healthcare, 
Dilkon Medical Center, 

Chinle IHS Hospital. In 
addition, she met with sev-
eral department of health
programs under the Nava-
jo executive branch.
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SANTA FE —   On Friday, the Office of the 
Superintendent of Insurance (OSI) confirmed 
that New Mexico insurance carriers are provid-
ing coverage for Opill, the first over-the-counter 
birth control pill approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

New Mexico health insurance carriers are 
required to cover the cost of certain over-the-
counter contraceptives purchased at in-network 
pharmacies and to create a reimbursement process 
for out-of-network pharmacies. On March 4, Opill 
became available over-the-counter in the United 
States. Now, New Mexico’s private policyholders 
can obtain Opill on the same basis as other over-
the-counter contraceptive methods at no cost and 
without a prescription. 

The FDA approved Opill last July.
“OSI supports New Mexico’s commitment to 

expanding access to reproductive health and repro-
ductive rights,” said Superintendent of Insurance
Alice Kane. OSI’s announcement follows the New 
Mexico Human Services Department’s decision to 
cover Opill on Medicaid.

In March, the New Mexico Human Services 
Department announced the inclusion of Opill in 
its coverage for Medicaid customers. The news 
release in March stated that additionally, New 
Mexicans covered by Medicaid will have access to 
no-cost pregnancy tests and emergency contracep-
tion. 

Medicaid program Alanna Dancis said, “We are 
dedicated to ensuring access to health care for 
all Medicaid customers. The coverage of Opill is 

a step forward in empowering people with more 
choices in their reproductive health care — we 
encourage our customers and pharmacists to famil-
iarize themselves with this new coverage option.”

Medicaid customers simply need to present the 
item at the pharmacy counter and there will be no 
cost for pregnancy tests, emergency contraception, 
and Opill.

HSD and The New Mexico Department of
Health (DOH) collaborated to provide pharmacists 
standing orders that will allow Medicaid customers 
to access over-the-counter products and medica-
tions with no copay. Their aim was for DOH stand-
ing orders to assure timely access to those health 
supplies by direct access from pharmacies. 

The March news release credited Gov. Mi-

NM announces coverage of over-the-counter birth control pill 

SANTA FE (AP) — New 
Mexico labor regulators on 
Tuesday announced a legal 
settlement that resolves long-
standing accusations of un-
paid wages against a restau-
rant business in northwestern 
New Mexico.

The Workforce Solutions 
Department said in a news 
release that 505 Burgers 
Farmington LLC has agreed 
to pay out $100,000 to resolve 
claims by two former employ-
ees that they received only 
a small portion of the wages 
they were due for more than 
3,000 hours of work, includ-
ing overtime.

The settlement resolves 

in 2017 by Francisco and 
Sandra Olivas with the state 
labor relations division that 
wound its way through an 
administrative investigation 
before going to trial in 2022. 
The New Mexico Court of 
Appeals rejected a challenge 

settlement was reached.
505 Burgers owner Morgan 

Newsom declined to com-
ment on the settlement when 
contacted Tuesday. 

 NM reaches
$100K 
settlement in 
2017 wage-theft 
complaint 
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